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Nor was this all. In 1885, it had been Lord Dufferin
who, with violent arrogance, had cancelled the French
treaty with King Theebaw, had sent an army to
Mandalay, had annexed Burmah, and had added to
his own title the additional name of Ava as a constant
reminder of France's discomfiture and of the fact that,
in acquiring Burmah's ancient capital, he had added
yet another jewel to the already cumbrous regalia of
the British crown.

Obviously this new Ambassador was a sworn enemy
of France. Had he not stayed with Prince Bismarck at
Varzin ? Had he not, but a few months before, en-
couraged and supported Signor Crispi in his violent
and indeed atrocious campaign against French com-
merce and interests ? It was obvious that the British
Government (who were palpably still under the in-
fluence of the old man of Friedrichsruh) had sent their
most redoubtable diplomatist to Paris for the sole
purpose of wrecking any prospect of a Franco-Russian
alliance.

Lord Salisbury, had he given the matter a moment's
thought, should have realised that it would be in
such terms that the French public and the French
press would interpret so surprising an appointment.
If the idea ever occurred to him, he would have
dismissed it as mere pique on the part of an excitable
nation. Yet in fact the French public were not, in
that year 1892, in a mood to take any objective view
of their own misadventures. The tragic events of
1870-1871, the more recent hysteria of Boulangism,
were still vivid memories to that unhappy generation ;
the Third Republic had not, .as yet, established itself
in the hearts of its people; France was passing through